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Virtual Education Lab: The first RPG application

Following my presentation at the 74" AES
Convention (1983) in a Studio Design session,
| met several people in the audio community
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including Syn-Aud-Con founders Don and ggﬁ:;i:ﬁﬁﬁzﬁﬁzg
Carolyn Davis and Bob Todrank, owner of Valley T T
Audio. Bob and | discussed the application of e | 1 ety e e oo
these new diffusors in a studio he was designing i oot e o % s Soc et e et
and our collaboration led to the first RPG It s, We the seced s g b e, B L%, 730G e it Dend ot o v wol

Siffaner ystem designed by Peter D' Antocin of RIG Diffusor
Systerra, In< . to accomplish 2 widely diupersed sound fuld
around B console. We dudlt and instalied the very first of its
ind arpwhiere and | was Qrilied with e resalts. | also used
our TECRON TEP equipenent o place the final rooes interior
treatmerts. The peoper implementaton of e LEDE desygn
Deory along with e use of 0018 TOBNE CONMect Faom
Deometry and accoustical equalaation (sebective Giffusinn
reflectinn absorptaon techniques) has resulted i a rooen I'm
very peosd o

The Oukas are proad of it 100, Duane Allen’s rescticn.. "'y
M @ dreom come true”

installation on the rear wall of the Oak Ridge
Boys’ Acord Sound Recorders in Henderson, TN.
Figure 1 shows the published announcement in
August 1984.
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Following the installation, a Syn-Aud-Con
Workshop was held at Acorn Sound Recorders
in the summer of 1984, with many of the
present and future recording studio designers.
In Figure 2, we see a photo from that
workshop with the class, the first RPG
in the background and the Oak Ridge
Boys with engineer Jimmy Tarbutton.

| especially like this photo because so
many attendees have become important
names in studio design: Russ Berger,
Steve Blake, Chips Davis, Neil Grant,
Doug Jones, Steve Langstaff, Neil
Muncy, Lennert Nilsson, Bob Richards,
Bob Skye, Bob Todrank, and Charles
Bilello.
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Figure 1. Acorn Sound Recorders' control room announcement

The initial acceptance of these new
surfaces led to installation in hundreds of
recording control rooms and live rooms,
home theatres, stages, auditoria, and
worship spaces. Figure 2. Syn-Aud-Con workshop at Acorn Sound Recorders

In the next post, we will begin a review of the theory and historical evolution of the use
of sound diffusors from their initial use in recording control rooms to include almost all
spaces for the performance, recording, and audition of music.
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